
Scanned from a privately published memorial book for Lieutenant Ferguson 
which his parents had printed. 
 
Lieutenant JAMES DUNCAN FERGUSON, known as Duncan, of 11th Battalion Essex Regiment died on 
Friday 27th October 1916, aged 21. 
His father, also called James, was a rubber merchant and he and his wife Kate lived at ‘The 
Newcomes’, 47 St Ninians Road, Prestwick, Ayrshire, Scotland. They also owned Stanley House, 
Seven Sisters Road, London. 
Born on 18th October 1895, Lieutenant Ferguson attended Easbourne College in England, was a 
member of Gonville house from 1907 until 1912, becoming a school prefect and Head of House.  
Whilst at college he was in the Officers Training Corps and played rugby for the first XV.  
On leaving College he travelled abroad for two years, and on reaching England again in August 1914 
he immediately joined a training corps where he spent some time at the Staff College, and was 
gazetted to the Essex Regiment in December 1914.  
Lieutenant James Ferguson arrived at the Front during August 1915 and went through the Battle of 
Loos, being mentioned in dispatches.  
His Commanding Officer wrote at the time 
“Before I gave him command of a company he was a Lewis Gun Officer and was a great help to me at 
all times. He was a great favourite with us all, all his work was done so thoroughly and well, and he 
was always so plucky and full of heart”. 
Lieutenant Ferguson was wounded in action at Gueudecourt on 15th October 1916 while serving 
with the 11th Battalion, the Essex Regiment, and succumbed to his injuries on 27th October. 
For the action in which he was wounded, he was recommended for the Military Cross but his 
recommendation was not gazetted before the date of his death, and the rules at the time did not 
allow for posthumous awards, with the exception of the Victoria Cross. 
He is buried at Grove Town Cemetery, Meaulte, Somme in France, grave I.B.14. 
A memorial service was held for Lieutenant Ferguson in the Manor Road Presbyterian Church, Stoke 
Newington, on 18th November 1916 and later his parents commissioned a memorial window in the 
church to his memory.  
The Manor Road Presbyterian Church, Stoke Newington, was built in 1883. It was pulled down in 
1969 and the Manor Road United Reformed church was built on the site. 
I have not been able to ascertain if the window was saved, but suspect, given the modern and 
considerably smaller size of the present church building, that it was lost during the demolition of the 
original church building in 1969. 
As well as being commemorated on the aforementioned church window, Lieutenant James Duncan 
Ferguson is also commemorated on the Prestwick War memorial, Ayrshire, Scotland and on the war 
memorial, to members and sons of members, within the Prestwick St Nicholas Golf Club clubhouse, 
a short distance from the family home in St Ninians Road, Prestwick. 
 


